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Passion 
It has been borne in upon me lately 


impatience or blind fury. True passion 
is simply deep feeling. Passion un- 
controlled leads to disaster. Passion 
control is the driving power to 

evement. Urpontrolled it 


will it may break the bonds of evil 
shatter the hypocrisies and half- 
in which we are 80 apt to shelter, 
drive men forward into the great 
Creative enterprises of faith. Let it be 

our master and we are indeed undone. 

Let iteome under the control of the 

Lord arid its possibilities are unlimited, 

Much of our time, as missionaries; is 

spent in looking objectively at the 
problems of others. There are sins 

and fears und doubts which are brought 

to us for the word of strength, hope or 
guidance. We are turned to in many 
an emergency and Sorrow. 


It is not well chat 
‘our feelings Yun away with us. 
through fear of such a disaster, 
| we want to economize 
tional nature, perhaps from 
ng habit, de speak in a detached 
— Wa about man matters which would 
move us deeply if we thought about 
them less objecti 


this right? Rar be it from. me to 
that 4 feeling should dictate 
Reason is given us to 


In our 


guide and direct instinct. It is the 
organ through which the Holy Spirit 
very often makes known to us His way, 
more particularly when we come 
together and consecrate our best 
powers of mind to Him who is the 
Lord of Thought. Yet we are conscious 
of a need of more driving power in our 
work, and it may be that we lack it 
because we have fallen into me babit 
of suppressing our passions, 
we have not given them a 
when what is needed is not suppression 
but direction. We have seen, maybe, 
the awful example of the fanatic who 
lets his passion drive him into extremes. 
We have concluded that the fault lies 
in his being too passionate when it 
really lies in his having too poor a 
control. Spirit-controlled passion is 
what the Church in China needs 
supremely and what we need—all of 
us—if we are to be ta servants. 


What then is the source of true 
passion? It comes from God, indeed, 

as does all that is true ‘good in 
what we call human re. It is 
evidence of the God-likeness of man, is 
it not? For surely the source of true 
passion must bo found in Him whom 
we see through Christ Jesus our Lord. 
Not only in what we call His passion“ 
in particular, but all through His life 
we find Him deeply moved by what 
He saw. He it was who was touched 
with the feeling of our infirmities,’’ 
who bore our sorrows, who blazed 
with wrath towards cant and cruelty, 
who wept with the bereaved sisters 
and made the feelings of the loving 
mothers His own. Carest Thou not 
that we perish?” said the timorous 
rowers in the boat, Could any charge 
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have been wider of the mark levelled 
against one whose whole life was the 
expression of intense desire for the 
welfare of others ? 


The psychological conditions of 
passion are worthy of our study. 
Obeying the laws of our nature is 
simply a way of opening our spirits 
towards God who made them. A true 


psychology points the road to the 


Father of Spirits. And so we may 
touch on one or two of these laws 
in order to help ourselves into the 
passion of the heart of God. 


Lecky has said that we only deeply 

feel what we distinctly realize. Very 
often we miss passion through confu- 
sion of thought. We do not look at a 
thing long and clearly enough to be 
moved by itsinwardness. ‘The super- 
ficial side of sin or doubt is enough for 
us. ‘The answer is on our lips and we 
pass on to the next problem. We 
need to dwell with the difficulty long 
enough for it to enter clearly into our 
consciousness. Haste is the ene» > of 
passin mint Server 
viality. “While I was musing the 
fire kindled,” (Ps. 39:3—R. V.) says 
the Psalmist. Let us get deeply 
enough into the difficulties and the 
temptations of those whom we seek to 
help, and there is no doubt we shall 
feel more deeply. 


Again do we not need to make the 
problem our own? As long as we 
remain on the outside we shal! not feel 
keenly. The emic discussion has 
its place. But what the world needs 
still more is sympathy. ‘‘ Who is 
weak and I am not weak? Who is 
alllicted and I burn not?” says the 
great apostle who was one of the most 
passionate of men. Of him it has been 
said that he felt the 


Desperate tides of the whole 
world’s anguish 


Forced through the channels 
of a single heart. 


Do we know anything like this? 


Are we’ prepared to face the cost of 
knowing it? It means abandonment 
of self, ceasing to look at every question 
from our own personal viewpoint, the 
sl process of thinking our way into 
— Id of another. 


Welcome To The 
Chairman 


Dr. David Z. T. Yui — 
return to China very aptly. 
before the meeting of the * 
tive Committee his vessel brought 
him safely to Shanghai where he 
received a truly royal welcome. 
It seemed as if half the Christian 
leaders in the city were assembled 
on the wharf to assure him of 
our joy at his return. We are 
yet more delighted that he 
returns to us with renewed 
physical vigour, with his mental 3 
alertness no whit impaired, and @ 
with his spirit strengthened and 3 
deepened through this time of 
retirement. To have him with 
us for even a part of the Execu- 
tive meeting was a delight and 
‘~@piration. Iadeed his return 
is well-timed not only in the 
minor sense referred to above 
but because it is just such counsel 
as his that we need in facing our 3 
immediate problems. The Anti- 
Christian movement brings us 
face to face with the strength of f 
the forces we face, with the 
weaknesses in our work, with the 
urgent demand for sincerity and 
for quietness and confidence. The 
chairman sees in this movement 
an unusual opportunity. We 
thank God for that which has 
been given to him in the long 
retreat of this past year. We 
are indeed glad that he comes 
back to us fresh and enthusiastic. 
We pray that he may be spared 
for many a long day for the 
many tasks which we believe he 
is fitted to carry out in the 
Christian movement in China, 


Nothing leads to a passionless exis- 
tence so surely as receiving impressions 
without doing anything to express the 
appropriate reaction.. The person who 


— | 


is roused to indignation or sympathy 
by watching a play, and finds no 
opportunity of putting his feelings into 
service or sacrifice, will be less respon- 
sive when the next stimulus comes, 
Weall know the deadening effect of see- 
ing or hearing of troubles we do noth- 
ing to alleviate. What under certain 
circumstances is a merciful provision of 
nature lest we be crushed by over 
much feeling is, if we are not careful, 
the road to the 


sympathy. 


Let us then seek for a true passion. 
We need more passion against sin in 
all its forms, more of that intense 
loathing of meanness and impurity 
and cold indifference that would sting 
men into a more passionate goodness. 
We must turn the batteries first, 
however, upon the seeds of these things 
in ourselves. God make us more pas- 
sionate in the hatred of our own sins 
and of all in us which is contrary to 
the law of love. But our passion must 
be not merely destructive. We need 


a passion for truth, for — 
for the beauty of we n 
a passion for souls, such as Paul had 
22 he wrote those amazing in 
the ninth of Romans, I could wish 
that I myself were anathema from 
Christ for my brethren’s sake.” Do 
we stay long with the thought of what 
it means to a man to be the servant of 
sin, to be without Christ? Are we 
gripped as we once were with the 
passion that drove us forth to give our 
lives for the people of this land? 


Oh, to save these, to perish for 
their saving, 
Die for their life, be offeréd for 
them all!“ 


And above all we need a passion for 
the glory and honour of Uhrist. Wes 
shall see Him suffering in the suffering 
of our brethren. If we do it not to one 
of these least we turn away from Him. 
His glory is in the salvation of men. 
Looking upon Him and seeing the 
travail of Hissoul, can we but be stirred 

to the depths arid become in some true 
sense the sharers of His passion? How 
much the Church needs His passion 
under the control of His Spirit incar 
nated in His chiidren.! 
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THE ANTI-CHRISTIAN 
MOVEMENT 


The staff and executive committee 
of the National Christian Council 
have been giving a great deal of 
careful thought to the problem created 
for the Church in China by the recent 
development of the movement directed 
against Christianity and more par- 


ticularly against Christian education. | 


What are we to do about it?“ is the 
question in many mouths. The 
Nanking Christian Union has asked 
the National Christian Council to give 
advice. The Hsing Hua Pao has 
published a leading article pointing 
out the responsibility and opportunity 
of the Council at this juncture. ‘The 
Churches and Missions, says the 
writer, referring to the effect of the 
movement, will be inclined to 
realize the necessity of union work, 
and the National Christian Council 
should realize the possibility of a 
specie service.” Her silence, he 


thinks, would be misunderstood and 
—y= tight) have tragic consequences. 


Some indeed have counselled 
that no notice be taken of a movement 
which they believe to be a temporary 
thing containing the seeds of its own 
destruction. This is not the view 
that prevailed in the meeting of the 
executive committee. At the same 
time the committee saw no reason for 
‘alarm, nor did it feel that the most 
urgent matter was the issue of any 
document meeting the charges which 
have been levelled against the 
Church. 


The first response should be, it was 
felt, a very thorough study of the 
movement itself. What are its real 
aims? What is its inspiring motive? 
Towards what points in the life of 


An, Church is it directing its attack? 
n 


i- Christian movements there have 
always been. Some have been in- 
spired by mere prejudice because 
oldtime customs are threatened. 
Some have been a reaction against 
the challenge to evil contained in the 
Some 

ve been due more to a misunder- 
Standing of Christ than to an 
Opposition to His teaching. Some. 
arise because the standards of Christ 
are accepted by the critic and applied 
to those who so often misrepresent 


Him. We have to ask what are the 


elements combining to give force and 
point to this particular attack. An 
anti-Christian movement stimulated 
by the fact that the Church was so 
fearless in following the daring way 
of Jesus would be met in a very 
different way from one which deve- 
loped because we Christians had so 
far forsaken that way. 


The second step would seem to be 
one of self-examination. Does this 
movement condemn us and if so are 
we worthy of condemnation? Simply 
to excuse ourselves, to concentrate on 
the misstatements and cxaggerations 
will be to miss God's word in this 
new attack. It should purify the 
Church. It will only do this if we 
let the light of this criticism shine 
into the inmost places of Church and 
personal life. Some external matters 
need attention no doubt, but let us 
not overlook the internal ones. Let 
us be driven to prayer and medita- 
tion. Let us take these attacks to 
our Church councils and mission 
meetings and in humility of heart 
seek to find the truth in them. 
is even more important than seeking 
to discover the falsehood and how to 
rebutt it. 


This examination may lead us to 
start on a policy of reconstruction. 
There are questions of Church and 
Mission policy that will be forced 
upon us. There are problems in our 
educational organizations which need 
our best thinking. We do not want 
to be driven into hasty and unwise 
reconstruction by any attack from 
without. But where there is just 
cause for attack we must not be 
too sensitive of what will be said 
if we seem to yield to it. Such 
yielding may really be the taking 
of a long overdue step in administra- 
tion. We must, as missionaries, 
remember the severe handicap 
under which our Chinese brethren 
labour today because of this association 
with, and in many cases dependence 
upon, the nationals of other countries. 
Still more this reconstruction may cut 
into our methods of spreading the 

1. Are we as a matter of fact, 
‘imperialistic ’’ in our spirit, seeking 
to dominate rather than to persuade, 
to force men into our pattern rather 
than to lead them out into self-expres- 
sion under the direction of the Holy 
Spirit? A new note may be needed in 


\ 


This 


our evangelistic work. Are we prayer- 
fully searching for it? 


There is a fourth matter not to be 
neglected. We must wherever possi- 
ble seek to establish friendly relations 
with the leaders and others connected 
with this movement. It might not be 
a bad idea to hold small conferences in 
order to discuss with them ways in 
which the Church seems to them to 
hinder the progress of China. Could 
we do anything to show them more 
clearly that we are not above criticism 
and that we are ready and eager to 
improve? Still more important is the 
personal contact which can be made 
with individuals. Wherever there is 
sincerity, and there is surely much 
sincerity among those who launch 
these attacks, we can certainly find a 
basis of friendly intercourse if we ex- 
ercise patience and humility. 


Such considerations as the above 
have led the executive committee 
to appoint a sub-committee to study 
the whole matter and to aside 
at least a full day at 
Meeting for the discussion of the sub- 
committee’s report. If that day can 
be chiefly one of self-examination and 
rededication in the light of this present 
situation it may surely mark an epoch 
in the life of the Church in China, 
From it may grow a new sense of 
urgency in this work, a new sense of 
commission from our Lord, and a new 
determination to use the great 
opportunity which opens before us 
because of this anti-Christian move- 
ment. 


One specific point which came out 
in the discussion may be noted. In 
one case at any rate a foreign consul 
has made a protest against excesses 
committed by the anti-Christian 
forces. There is a big temptation to 
get some such official protection and 
help where obvious rights are in- 
fringed. It is not for us to say that 
there are no circumstances which 
would justify such appeal. But there 
is the gravest danger of its simply 
adding fresh fuel to the fire and 
giving fresh cause for the very criti- 
cism which is being levelled. We 
serve a Master who bore insults and 
blows without claiming His rights. 
Let us very earnestly seek in 
difficult days to do no noth“ 
worthy of Him. 


f 
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Special Request 


In order that the best possible preparation may be made for the 
Annual Meeting will readers of the Bulletin who are following the 
„course of the anti-Christian movement send to us material on the 


following lines: 


a. Literature issued locally which might escape us. 


b. Replies to any objections put out by Christians. 
e. Information as to effect of movement on Christians. 


d. Comments. 


e. Opinions of Chinese Christians or others including the writer’s 
own opinion as to the way in which the movement should be 


met. 


Please note the letter in our correspondence column by a Chinese 


Christian. 


— 2 


ANTI-OPIUM CAMPAIGN 


An Astonishing Evidence 


According to the latest reports 
received from several local centers 
the fight against opium has recently 
developed into a real warfare between 
the people and the military leaders 
who enforce the planting of the 
poppy. Reports from a reliable 
authority reveal the fact that in 
Hinghua, Fukien, a large number of 
farmers, most of whom were Chris- 
tians, have refused to plant the poppy 
as ordered by their military governors 
and in some cases there has even 
been loss of life. Readers of this 
Bulletin will probably remember that 
in last issue it was recorded that in 
the same place a certain leader in the 
movement was arrested on the same 
account some three months ago. This 
shows a growing attitude of hostility 
on the -part of the people toward 
opium. The writer records these facts 
with the deepest concern and yet at 
the same time with a feeling of hope. 
This is a day that we have long 
expected to see—the day when the 
people ~will rise and refuse to go on 
planting opium which has injured 
Si" t-boewles, wasted their money, 

Dad their minds, and sapped 
“lity in the past century, 


despite the dreadful obstacles they 
will have to face, despite the great 
sacrifices they will have to make. 
This is the beginning of one of the 
greatest fights on an important moral 
issue that has ever taken place in the 
history of this great natiom 


Further statistics show a steady 
growth of interest in the nation-wide 
campaign. Branch organizations have 
been formed in 237 cities of the 872 
that responded to the movement; 
3,985 organizations, representing 
4,175,657 people in all walks of life 
signed the petitions to the Geneva 
Conferences and the Peking Govern- 
ment. However even such strength 
as these figures show the people’s 
movement to have gained is far from 
sufficient to ensure us a victory in 
the struggle to oust this great evil. 
More men are wanted and more sup- 
port is needed. Let us all pray for 
this issue that God may soon have 
His will done and that the people of 
China will be free from opium. 


The Geneva Conference 


As we go to press it is still too 
early to guage the final results of the 
two Geneva Conferences to which so 


many have looked forward with eager 
hope. At one time it seemed as if 
the whole effort would come to 
nothing or issue in the most ridi- 
culously inadequate plans. Nothing 
has been more powerful in calling 
the assembled politicians back to 
reality than the noble speech of 
Bishop Brent. We should like to 
print this in full but can only quote 
the closing sentences. He said: 


Unless something is done colour 
will be given to the charge that 
Western nations having Eastern 
possessions are callous to the vital 
interests of the very people upon 

whom the welfare of such posses- 
sions depends, and to the further 
charge that we of the west have a 
law of self-protection for ourselves 
and a law of exploitation for those 
who ought to be counted our friends 
when they are not our wards. 
Most of all to be deplored is the 
fact that Christ and His religion 
are brought under reproach and 
put to open shame. 


How ie it going to look to the 


world, if we continue with our pro- 
gramme as at present constructed, 
safeguarding our own national 
interests and leaving a vast section 
of the great Orient unaided and 
alien? Is it just for an Inter- 
national Conference of such weight 
and solemnity as thi- to deal with 
the 10% of the subject which 
affects Europe and America, leavil 
almost untouched the other 90 
which affects Asia? I was bold 
enough to say when I first spoke in 
this Conference that it stands for 
more than the special questions 
which it was convened to consider. 
It stands for that mutual coopera- 
tion and sympathy which bridges 
oceans. It stands for equal justice 
for the peoples of the East, the 
peoples of the West, the peoples of 
the North, the peoples of the South. 
It stands in short for the peace of 
the world.” 


At one session the conference called 


on unofficial delegates to make state- 


ments. It was on this occasion that 
Mr. T. Z. Koo spoke on behalf of the 


National Anti-Opium Association of 


China His words evidently carried 
great weight. Many reports that 
have come to hand show how deep an 
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impression was made, As he was 
the representative of the National 
Association and in a sense of the 
Christian forces, we should like to 
print the whole of his speech and 
had, indeed, planned to do go. As, 
however, it is reproduced in full in 
the current number of The Chinese 
Recorder, we are not printing it again 
here. The four points to which Mr. 
Koo drew attention as embodying the 
main work of the National Anti- 
Opium Association were the follow- 
ing: 


1. The suppression of the planting 
of opium in China. 


2. The prevention of opium smok- 
ing and the abuse of morphine, 
cocaine, etc. 


3. The control of the illicit import 
trade in narcotics. 


4. The attempt to deal with the 
problem of smoking among overseas 
Chinese. 


In conclusion he urged that public 

moral sentiment, and the 
innate Common sense Of the people 
of China are definitely against opium, 
and that it was on these rather than 
on the hope of immediate goverr ment 
action that his faith for the future 
was based. He closed with a warm 
eulogy of. Bishop Brent’s speech, 
associating himself with the latter’s 
plea that the nations should deal with 
the opium question as an ethical one 
rather than simply as a financial 
one. 


Late Action. 


In reply to cablegrams received 
from Mr. T. Z. Koo, calling atten- 
tion to the dangers in the situa- 
tion developing in Geneva, the Na- 


tional Anti-Opium Association sent 


the following message: 


“Urge all powers entirely sup- 
Press opium within fifteen years 
from year 1925. Oppose making 
beginning conditional. Increasing 
public opinion demands suppres- 
gion. Many lives sacrificed in 
Tesisting planting and successes 
year 1917 justify confidence in 
| future , success, National Anti- 
Opium Association making nation 
wide fight; arranging national con- 
vention.“ 


Memorial to the Rehabllitation 


Conference. 


In view of the fact that a Renabi- 
litation Conference was to be called 
by the Chief Executive of China, the 
Association, feeling the importance 
of this chance, prepared a memorial 
to that gathering. The memorial is 
in three main paragraphs. The first 
gives the position of the National 
Anti-Opium Association and its aim; 
the second the specific petition as 
follows: 


(a) For the establishment of 
independent inspection bureaus in 
different provinces under direct con- 
trol of the Director of Opium Control 
in Peking who works under a com- 
mittee appointed by different depart- 
ments of the Government. 


(b) For abolition of all illegal 
pressure in poppy planting and taxes. 


(c) Reiteration of instructions to 
men in the customs service for strict 


measures regarding the control and. 


importation of opium and other nar- 
cot ies. 


(d) For the establishment of 
asylums or sanitariums for the cure 
of the opium habit. 


(e) For making public the old 
law or revised law regarding rewards 
to persons rendering good service in 
the suppression of opium, and punish- 
ment to those who break the laws. 


(f) For examination of all civil 
and military officers by the govern- 
ment if there is doubt as to their 
being opium smokers.“ 


The third mentions the ways in 
which we can cooperate with the 
government— (a) with their inspec- 
tors in different provinc®s on opium 
conditions (b) when different hsiens 
make their reports to the government 
they will be endorsed by different 
organizations in local regions such as 
Chambers of Commerce, Educational 
Associations, or branches of the 
National Anti-Opium Association. 


Visitation of Local . 


Reverend K. T. Chung on his way 
to Chengtu has met all the leading 
men in the anti-opium work in the 


different ports at which he called 
and made many valuable contacts for 
the Association. He was to present 
this cause to the West China Christian 
Conference with a view to a more 
effective response from that part of 
the country. Dr. C. Y. Cheng has 
lately been requested to represent the 
Association in Yunan and the various 
coast ports of Fukien and Kwangtung 
on his extended trip to South China. 
It is hoped that arrangement can be 
made for further visitation of local 
centers so as to bring the fighters of 
opium over the whole country into a 
closer touch and enable them to 
achieve greater results. 


Future Steps. 


Although no concrete pian has yet 
been laid out, the following several 
points are among the main lines 
which the Association will take up 
in the coming months. 


1. Educational Campaign. 
An educational campaign will be 


started With the view to educating 
the people especially the younger 
generations as to the terrible effects 
of this evil. In this respect the 
Association will seek the cooperation 
of the various edacational bodies to 
include the subject in every text 
book for school boys and girls, to 
issue special tracts to distribute 
among various classes of people, to 
prepare special sermons for preachers, 
questionnaires and lessons for Sunday 
School teachers and Bible class 
leaders, and to urge all conferences 
held this summer to give due con- 
sideration to the subject. 


2. Surrey and Investigation. 


The Association has decided to 
promote a national campaign on the 
survey and investigation of opium 
plantation. Blanks for the purpose 
have been prepared. The main lines 
with which the questionnaire deals 
are: 


areas covered by poppy 
amount of tax collected by local 


authorities 


number of opium 
hundred adults 


time of sowing and harvesting 


smokers per 
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The result of this survey will also 
serve as the basis of our dealing with 
the Government and local authorities 
on the question. 


8. National Contention. 


A Resolution was passed in a recent 
meeting of the Association that a 
National Convention should be called 
in the near future. A Committee 
has been appointed and plans have 
been formulated. This convention 
will try to organize a permanent 
National headquarters and adopt a 
plan for the work of the future, 


THE CHINESE CHURCH AND 
THE NATIONAL CHRISTIAN 
COUNCIL. 


It will be remembered that last year 
the appeal to the Chinese Church for 
financial support to the National 
Council was interfered with 
because, about the time that it would 
otherwise have been launched the 
terrible earthquake in Japan claimed 
our attention and an appeal was made 
to the churches to send relief to 
Japan. The result was that the 
campaign was delayed and no doubt 
the total received was affected by the 
previous action. Nevertheless more 
than 85,000 have come into the 
National Christian Council funds 
through this appeal. 


As we write letters are going out 
from headquarters to every part of the 
country. These letters are addressed 
to pastors and church leaders, to those 
who were present at the National 
Christian Conference held in Shang- 
bai in 1922, and to various selected 
groups and individuals. We earnestly 
ask for the prayers of our readers that 
there may be a generous response to 
this appeal. The full contribution is 
needed if the work of the Council is to 
be carried forward without curtail- 
ment; but quite apart from the need 
of these funds we regard this appeal 
as giving us an indication of the 
attitude of the church towards 
the Council. If, as we believe, the 
church throughout China is coming 
more to realize that the council is 


— > — — * 
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their servant doing work which they 
want to see done, and helping them 
to do their’ own work better, this 
appeal will surely bring, even in these 
difficult days, a larger response than 
on the previous Occasion, 


All our readers are of course aware 
of the fact that very heavy drains have 
been made upon the people of China 
through the recent fighting, the con- 
sequent unsetilement of business, 
famine conditions in certain areas, and 
oppressive taxation. Nevertheless 
we are already assured of a real 
interest in many quarters. No doubt 
there will be opportunity for mis- 
sionaries to say a word which will 
help this appeal to be taken up more 
vigorusly in various centers, and we 
would request our readers to be on the 
lookout for such opportunities while 
at the same ti leaving the burden 
of this work > far as possible with 
our Chinese brethren. 


In this connection we may inform 
our readers that there is still a small 


ftock of the Annugl Report in both 


languages available in this office and 
if anyone who is anxious to help in 
this matter wishes more material in 
regard to the work of the Council 
than is already in his bands, we shall 
be glad to supply a copy of the 
Report in éither or both languages. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


Since the last issue of the Bulletin 
the Committee on Religious Educa- 
tion has organized and carried through 
a two-day conference in Canton and 
has also held an important meeting 
in Shanghai. The conference in 
Canton was presided over by Pro- 
fessor Tom of the Union Theological 
Seminary who carried through the 
proceedings in a very helpful way. 
Reports were made in regard to the 
work being done in various churches 
and institutions in the field of Re- 
ligious Education. These brought 
the present position very freshly 
before Dr. Lyon and Dr. Hodgkin who 
were visiting Canton as representa- 
tives of the committee as well as 
hel ping those who only knew one part 
of.the work to gain a conception of 


‘ditions in 


what others were doing. A number 
of needs were brought out among 
which the following were spoken 


to perhaps more strongly than any 
others: 


1. The need of improving our methods 
of public worship, particularly helping 
to a more reverent spirit through 
greater attention to details, the use of 
silence, a closer study of the value of 
music and art in worship, care in the 
reading of Scripture, etc, 


2. The training of leaders; help to 
ministers and voluntary workers; the 
need for a summer school in Religious. 
Education. 


8. The need for research, including 
especially the study of the effect of 
our religious teaching upon those who 
have been for a long time under its 
influence—a closer study of the needs 
of the people and the points of contact 
with their actual everyday interests. 


4. The need for the preparation of 


better material based upon actual con- 


ina; 
Chinese ideas, both those current 
among the people generally and those 
contained in elassical writings and 
in particular the need for literature 
using the Thousand Characters to 


follow up the popular education 
movement. 


5. The need for a campaign to help. 
Christian people realize the importance of 
Religious Education. The desirability 
of having adequately trained teachers 
for Sunday School and other work. 
The importance of home training, 
etc. 


6. The need for co-ardination in 
policy and method as between the 
different groups at work in the field 
of Religious Education and also for 
adequate supervision especially of 
the country schools. 


Some of these subjects were dis- 
cussed at length by the conference but 
a number were referred to various 
bodies. A provisional committee was 
appointed which was asked-to under- 
take certain specific duties especially 
the study of the effects of Religious 
Education on various classes, the pre- 
paration of material in the Thousand 
Characters, and the organization of 
training for leaders. Certain other 
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questions were referred to a Retreat 
of Christian Leaders which followed 
the meeting of the conference, and the 
National Christian Conncil Committee 
was asked to give special attention to 
some points which seemed to be of 
a character better dealt with by a 
central body. 


The conference lost something 
through the fact that the Canton 
Christian College was not adequately 


reported: The meeting was held just 
at the time when a number of the 


students had been kidnapped. Never- 
theless the gathering was felt to be 
one of great value and it is earnestly 
to be hoped that the provisional com- 
mittee will be able to carry forward 
some of the lines which were em- 
phasized during the conference. 


The Shanghai members of the 
Religious Education Committee of 
the National Christian Council met 


on the 8th of January. A good deal of 


its time was given to considering the 
results of the meetings held in Peking 


and Ganton, and growing out of that, 


the relation of the National Christian 
Council Committee to other organiza- 
tions. The committee expressed itself 
as desirous of serving all organizations 
which are concerned with the promo- 
tion of Religious Education and by 
no means wishing to enter into com- 
petition with them. While free to 
suggest specific tasks it seems likely 
that in the main the work of the 
committee will be that of coordination 
and the performance of certain specific 
duties which it may be asked to under- 
take on behalf of the organizations 
chiefly concerned. 


One particular piece of work the 


committee is at present undertaking, - 


namely, the preparation of an annotat- 


ed bibliography on Religious Educa- 


tion. It has asked Mr. Z. K. Zia to 
prepare this in consultation with the 
chairman, Dr. Lyon. The committee 
was also glad to learn that the Y.M. 
C. A. and the Y.W.C.A. were cooperat- 
ing in a special study of the apparent 
decline of interest in religious work 
on the part of many graduates and 
former students of Christian schools. 
This subject has also come before the 
Shanghai Missionary Association 
recently and a special committee is 
considering what steps should be taken 


: locally. Wherever there is any large 


leakage at the point where Christian 
students pass out of their school or 
college into the work of the world we 
are suffering a very severe loss just at 
the point where in some ways we can 
least of all afford it. Any readers 
who have light on this problem. are 
encouraged to write to the secretary of the 
committee (Dr. H. T. Hodgkin) and 
give the resulta of their experience and 
observation. 


The secretary would also be very 
pleased to hear of any individual or 
group studying any aspect of this 
wide subject or making any special 
experiments leading to the improve- 
ment of Religious Education in 
church, home, school, or college. It 
is understood that the curriculum 
work in school and college is being 
handled through the China Christian 
Educational Association, and that 
correspondence on this subject should 
be with Dr. Wallace rather than with 
the N.C.C. Any suggestions ari-ing 
out of the actual work in the field, 
any difficulties met with, or any needs 
felt in the matter of. literature or in 
other ways should also be referred to 
the secretary, who in consultation 
with the committee or otherwise, will 
see that such matters are dealt with 
by those most competent to do so, and 
that suggestions are brought forward 
to committees whieh can consider and 
make use of them. If readers of the 
Bulletin are aware of papers which 
have been written on the subject of 
Religious Education or special studies 
which have been undertaken by 
Chinese or missionary leaders they 
would do a real service by sending 
infomation of such to the secretary. 


EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
MEETING 


The sixteenth meeting of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of the National 
Christian Council, was held in Shang- 
hai January 19th to 2ist. Dr. David 
Z. T. Yui, the Chairman of the 
Council, returned to China a few days 
before the meeting and contributed 
much by his presence. Thirteen out 


of the twenty-one members of 7 the 
Executive were present, in addition 


to three of the Secretaries, Dr. C. . 
Cheng and Rev. K. T. Chung being 
absent. 


Reports.—The report of the Se- 
cretaries showed that visits had been 
made since the last meeting of the 


Executive by members of the staff as 
follows: - 


Dr. C. V. Cheng to Chefoo, Tientsin, 
Peking and Tenghsien. 


Dr. Hodgkin to Peking, Tientsin, 
Ningpo, Chefoo, Tsinan, Hongkong, 
Canton, Amoy and Chuanchow. 


Rev. K. T. Chung to ports along 
the Yangtze from Nanking to Chung- 
king. 


Rev. E. C. Lobenstine to Hankow, 
Changsha, Nanking and Hangchow. 


Meetings, conferences and retreats, 
as well as a large number of personal 
interviews and group meetings were 
held in these centers at the time of 
these visits. 


— —— — 


— 


A niimber of the Committees have 
been actively engaged during the past 
months. Rev. K. T. Chung while 
acting as Resident Secretary before 
his departure for Szechwan to attend 
the West China Conference (January 
14 to 18) devoted a large part of his 
time to the work of the National Anti- 
Opium Association, which he and 
others were instrumental in organizing 
in the early autumn. A fuller report 
of the work of this Association will 
be found elsewhere in this Bulletin. 


Under Miss Fan’s leadership, the 
Committee on the Home has been outlin- 
ing a broad program. Full details of 
this work appear in a special article. 


The work of the Committee on Re- 
treats and Evangelism has been pushed 
both by Dr. C. Y. Cheng and Dr. 
Hodgkin in a number of cities visited 
by them. 


Messrs Rev. Morton Chu and Chang 
Hen Chiu, visited South China in 
the interests of the Commitiee on the 
Rural Church. They have now se- 
parated for atime, Mr. Chang going 
back to North China and Mr. Morton 
Chu to Central China. A trip which 
they had planned to make to Korea 
was given up, partly because of the 


language difficulties which they felt 
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7 more keenly after their trip to South 
China. 
E Meetings dealing with questions 


connected with the developing of 
Chinese church life have been held 
in different centers by Dr. Cheng and 
Mr. Lobenstine, who are acting as 
{ Secretaries of the Committee on the 
* Indigenous Church. There is a good 
deal of misunderstanding and lack of 
clearness in regard to the work of 
this committee. It hopes during the 
coming years to deal with various 
questions bearing upon the relation 
of the churches and missions and also 
neq, With the question as to how the 
Christian churches in China can gain 
in influence through the country by 
becoming more directly Chinese in 
Organization and expression wherever 
this can be done without logs to the 
central Christian message. 


The Industrial Committee, which 
commands the full time service of 
several workers loaned by other 

Organizations, bas pushed, itg wo 
energetically. Reference is m 
elsewhere to an investigation of the 
use of phosphorus in match making 
in China, on which Dr. Charles 
T. Maitland was engaged for some 
months. This Commission, it will 


be remembered, has received a special 


grant of money for its work. Part of 
this is to be used in the training of 
Chinese workers. The Executive 
Committee at this meeting approved 
of the choice of Mr. Gideon Chen, 
the Acting Associate Secretary of the 
Commission during the past months, 
2 as one of the first recipients of aid 
for further study under this fund. 


It will be remembered that at the 
last annual meeting the Executive 
Committee was authorized to secure 
the allocation of romeone to give the 
major part of his or her time to the 
work of this Commission and thus 
relieve the regular Secretaries. No 
one has as yet been found for this 
purpose, but it was felt important 
that steps should be taken at once to 
secure sOmeone, in view of the early 
departure of Miss Dingman of the 
| Young Women’s ‘Christian Associa- 
; tion, who has given a large amount 
_ Of time to the work of the Commis- 
sion, and the coming furlough of 
Dr. Hodgkin. 75 

* 

? 

* 
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Publicity.—The publicity work of the 
National Christian Council has been 
carried on as usual through the issuing 
of a monthly Chinese bulletin, of 
which some twenty thousand copies 
are being circulated to a mailing list 
of 1250 pastors, 6000 churches, 100 
other organizations and 7000 in- 
dividuals. The English Bulletin 
appears every two months and is sent 
to a mailing list of some two thousand 
people. Some 83,500 copies of the 
prayer list for the wniversal week of 
prayer, issued by the World’s Evange- 
lical Alliance, were circulated by the 
Council this year. Forty-three 
thousand copies of a special bulletin 
prepared by Dr. C. Y. Cheng for the 
Week of Evangelism have also been 
distributed. The Staff regrets that 
owing to various circumstances work 
on these two publications was begun 
at too late a date, otherwise they 
would have been much more widely 
used throughout the country. There 
are evidences, however, that there 
is a growing interest in China in the 
observance of the Week of Prayer and 
such Bulletins as they prepared 
for the Week of Evangelism are 
greatly appreciated and if prepared 
long enough before the special occasion 
for their use, will be very widely 
circulated. 


The Secretaries reported that plans 
for both the English and Chinese Year 
Books are well in hand and it is hoped 
that both books will be ready at the 
time of the annual meeting. 


Requests for help.— The Executive 
Committee received a special appeal 
from the Tientsin Christian Union to 
undertake a campaign against pro- 
stitution, concubinage and gambling. 


The letter contained an offer of a 


grant through the Union by Mr. Yung 
Tao of one thousand dollars a year 
for three years if the Council saw its 
way clear to include such a campaign 
in its program. The Executive Com- 
mittee instructed its Secretaries to 
correspond further with the Tientsin 
Christian Union in regard to the ways 
in which the Union felt the Council 
could do its most useful work along 
these lines and to report at the next 
meeting of the Executive, preceding 
the annual meeting. 


Certain communications received 
from the International Famine Relief 


Commission in Peking and in Tientsin 
were received. These requested the 


assistance of the Council in securing. 


the launching of campaigns for funds 
for famine relief purposes, both in 


Great Britian and in the United States. 


The Executive Committee, while 
recognizing the serious need that 
exists in Northern China, nevertheless 
felt that neither the magnitude of the 
famine nor present conditions in 
China or abroad warranted its re 
commending the launching of such 
campaigns. Neverthelese it was voted 
to give such a campaign as the In- 
ternational Famine Relief Commission 
might undertake in China the 
wholehearted support and cooperation 
of the Council. 


It will be remembered that the 
Executive Committee voted at its 
autamn meeting to request the 
International Young Men’s Christian 
Association to release Mr. Fletcher 


8. Brockman, for his whole time 


or for the major part of his time 
during the next, few years for work in 
connection with the 


Christian Council. A letter was 
received from Mr. Brockman stating 
that changes in the administration of 
the Y.M.C.A. laid on him additional 
administrative burdens which would 
make his accepting such a call 
impossible. The Committee rejoiced 
that the character of Mr. Brockman’s 
new work will mean that he will 


continue to spend a portion of each 
year in China, 


Staff.—Owing to the departure of 
Mr. T. Chung for West China, 
Mr. Lobenstine was made Resident 
Secretary. It was decided to secure 
a foreign office secretary as soon as 
possible. There is of neocesity in 
the work of the Council a great deal 
of correspondence and office routine 
which can be done by someone who 
has not had the same experience in 
mission work which the present 
Secretaries have had. 


A trip to England was authorized 
for Dr. Hodgkin, to begin immediately 
after the next annual meeting and to 
continue through this calendar year. 
Dr. Hodgkin had been called to the 
Council for a two year period and 
felt it necessary for family reasons 
to spend some months in England 
with his sons before undertaking 
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work for a further period: under the 
Council. 


Miss Fan announced to the Council 
that she felt the need of taking a 
year for rest and special study. 
With this in view she sent in her 
resignation to the Council. The 
Executive Committee, while sympa- 
thizing very sincerely wfth Miss 
Fan’s desire for a period of rest and 
for special study, could not see its 
way clear to accept the resignation 
on that account. A Committee was 
accordingly appointed to talk the 
matter over with her and to see what 
plans could be made to secure for her 
the opportunity she desired while 
retaining her services for the Council. 


Annual Meeting.—There was a 
full discussion as to ways and means 
of making the next annual meeting 
most helpful to the Council’s wide 
constituency. It was felt that the 
annual meetings of the Council must 
contribute in a vital way to the 
strengthing and pp-building of the 
lite of the Christian church in Ahe 
country and that this could probably 
best be done by concentrating the 
discussion on three or four large 
questions of general interest. The 
following were suggested for this 
year's meeting. The Anti-Christian 
Movement; questions relating to the 
development of the Chinese church, 
including the work of the Committee 
on the Rural Church; the Anti- 
Opium Movement, and the Christiani- 
zing of Chinese home life. 


The Council's Income. — The 

Finance Committee reported that there 
had been received to date from the 
Chinese churches on last year’s cam- 
paign, $5,151.01. They announced 
that the budget would require an 


additional $10,000.00 from this source 


in order to enable the Council to 
meet its obligations during thie fiscal 
year, ending March 31st. Plans for 
such a campaign are well under way; 
letters having been sent to the pastors 
and ethers in charge of the churches 
alloverthecountry. The cooperation 
of the missions is earnestly desired in 
making these efforts successful. The 
‘Siving by the Chinese to the work of 
the Council is unjustly regarded by 
many as a gauge of their interest in 


the Council’s work. Receipts from 


American ‘societies since April first 


amounted to $26,909.58 and Ts. 
1543.34; from British societies to 
$4,218.16; and from Continental 
societies to $900.00, making a total 
from Missionary Societies of $32,- 
027.74 and Tls. 1548.34 as over 
against $49,360.00, budgeted from 
these sources. The Finance Com- 
mittee reported that it had been 
possible, partly owing to failure to 
secure certain members of the Staff 
and to savings in the budget in con- 
nection with the work of the standing 
committees to meet the expenses of 
the Council out of the income re- 
ceived. 


The Council missed from its 
meeting the presence of Dr. C. Y. 
Cheng and Rev. K. T. Chung. As 
already stated the latter is in Szech- 
wan, in the interests of the Council’s 
work, while Dr. Cheng is on his way 
to Yunanfu, in the interests primarily 
of the work of the Chinese Home 
Missionary Society, of which he is 
President. The Council felt so 
strongly the importance of that So- 
ciety that it could not decline to 
relieve Dr. Cheng for several months 
in order to enable him to visit this 
promising piece of home missionary 
work and to deal with some of the 
serious questions of administration 
with which the society found iteelf 
faced. On his return Dr. Cheng will 
visit cities in South China and along 
the coast in connection with his work 
for the Council. 


E. C. L. 


MOVEMENTS OF SECRETARIES 


During the last two months the 
position of Resident Secretary has 
been held by Rey. E. C. Lobenstine 
who took office when Rev. K. T. 
Chung left for Szechwan. From 
Mr. Chung we have had a number of 
informing and suggestive letters com- 
menting among other things on the 
widespread growth of opium in the 
areas through which he has passed 
and on problems of local organization, 
etc. Mr. Chung is expected back in 
Shanghai towards the end of March. 
He ig making a number of visits on 
the way down river including atten- 
dance at the special meeting of the 


Conneil’s work 


Committee on the Rural Church in 
Wuchang. 


Dr. C. F. Cheng returned to Shang- 
hai about the middle of December, 
having visited, after Chefoo, Peking, 
Tientein, Tsinan, and Tunghsien in 
all of which places he had useful 
conferences with local leaders and 
did work for the Council. This visit 
has helped Dr.Cheng to get into touch 
again with the leaders of the church 
in these centers after his long absence 
in America. After spending a few 
weeks in Shanghai he started on his 
journey to Yunnan where he is making 
a special study of the work carried on 
by the Chinese Home Missionary 
Society. We have no doubt that he 
will bring to workers on the field a 
message of much encouragement and 
practical helpfulness. He intends to 
visit several centers in South China 
on his way back to Shanghai, studying 
problems connected with the life of 
the church and speaking to Christian 
groups on certain aspects of the 


Miss Fan has been devoting most 
of her time to two main services— the 
development of the work of the Com- 
mittee on Church and Home, and the 
preparation of the material for the 
appeal to the Chinese churches. She 
is also acting at present as editor of 
the Chinese Bulletin. 


Dr. Hodgkin visited South China 
during the month of December, hold- 
ing retreats and conferences in 
Canton and Hongkong and addressing 
students in Canton Christian College 
and Hongkong University. The Re- 
ligious Education Conference in 
Canton is reported elsewhere in this 
issue. The retreats for Christian 
leaders were helpful and led to the 
discussion of such subjects as:— 


The Evangelistic Program 


The Relation of New Thought and 
Old in the Life of the Church 


The Relating of the More Highly 
Educated Church Members to the 
Life of the Church where the 
large majority have very little 
education 


The Conduct of Public Worship 
Training of Women Workers 
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The Best Use of the 
Evangelism 


A good deal of time in the office 
has been given by Mr. Lobenstine 
and others to problems connected 
with the fresh outbreak of the Anti- 
Christian movement in various parts 
of China. Matters of internal ad- 


Week of 


- ministration and the carrying through 


of the Executive Committee meeting 
reported elsewhere in this issue have 
also occupied a good deal of time. 


THE COMMITTEE ON CHURCH 


AND HOME 


The Committee on Church and 
Home is actively at work in seeking 
to discover the lines along which 
Christian people throughout China are 
thinking in regard to this all 
important subject, and at the same 
time they are making a certain 


__practical _spggestions. 


These suggestions are being sent to 
various different groups. In writing 
to the principals of boys’ and girls’ 
high schools the Committee makes the 
following statement of the case: 


“We are constantly hearing voices. 


from all sides asking for help in this 
wretched struggle. We see the old 
in a panic because the foundations of 
the home are being shaken, and at 
the same time the cry of the young 
is, ‘New homes or no homes.’ 


Now what should be our attitude 
toward this struggle? How are 
Christian institutions to face it and 
where are they to begin? These 
questions certainly cannot be answered 
in any simple way, for the home 
problem is the most difficult and the 
tmost complicated, as well as the mas 
important of all the problems which 
are facing the country, and par- 
ticularly the church, today. 


1. The home is made up of both 
men and women. If we want to 
improve it neither of these factors 
should be neglected or ignored. 


2. Home life has two sides, the 
material and spiritual. The best 
home life cannot exist if either of 
these is lacking or out of proportion. 


3. This is the most serious problem 


facing the Christian Movement in 
China today. 


After much time spent on think- 
ing and talking with various people 
we have come to feel that the Christian 
educational institutions in China are 
well qualified to help in the solving 
of this problem. Since the present 
homes are not in any position to 
tackle this problem and since the 
school is the place where one learns 
how to live and to prepare for life, we 
plead with you as educationalists, in 
the name of the church and for the 
sake of the future homes, to add to 
your school curriculum a course of 
study on home building.” 


Practical suggestions are made with 
a view to preparation of suitable 
courses on Sociology and other topics 
bearing on the home life. The Com- 
mittee is also seeking for information 
as to what is to be done in the various 
schools along these lines. 


A further letter has been prepared 
and sent to pastors and those in 
charge of congregations throughout the 
country. This letter suggests that in 
each congregation a parents’ club 
should be organized so as to bring 


together Christians for the study of 


home problems. It suggests that. 
these clubs might start with the topic 
of “Winning the Home for Christ.’ 
This work raises many questions as 
to what are the principles of a 
Christian home and how these should 
be applied under the varying con- 
ditions and circumstances of home 
life. The Committee is anxious to 
help these clubs to function effective- 
ly. In this connection a number of 
questions have been prepared as 
follows: 


“1. How would you define The 
home for Christ“? 


2. Every member of your family 
has been baptized. Would you con- 
sider that proof that the home has 
already become Christian ? 


3. Is your home fully Christian or 
partly? 
~ 4. What are the causes which 


prevent the home life from becoming 
fully Christian ? — 


5. If you say your home has 


already become Christian what proofs 
can you give? * 


6. Are holding family mi 
saying prayers, reading the Bible, and 
going to church regularly enough to 
prove that you are being Christians ? 


7. What should be the differences 
between the home which belongs to 
Christ and the home which does not? 


8. If the families of church mem- 


bers are not Christian can the church 
life be what it should be? 


9. Can the church take the entire 
responsibility of the homes ? 


10. Is not winning the homes for 
Christ the most important thing 
which the church should strive to 
achieve ? 


11. What methods can you suggest 
for helping to win the families for 
Christ? 


It would be a help to the Committee 
if any persons reading this note who 
have strong convictions on certain of 
these questions would write to Miss 
Fan, its secretary, giving not only 
their own opinions but any points 
which may have arisen in discussions 
or Observation of lacal conditions. 
particular the Cominittee is anxious 
to study more fully the problem of 
family worship, realizing the difficul- 
ties connected therewith as well as its 
great importance. In order to bring 
this matter fully before our readers 
we print the following statement: 


“TI. How Family Worship should 
be Conducted. 


a. Must be very brief—about ten 
or fifteen minutes only. 
b. Must be full of interest. 
e. Emphasize one point. 
d 


Things said or read should: be 
understood by everyone present. 


e. Ayoid formality. | 


1. Avoid getting into a rut. Me- 


thods in conducting should be 
varied from time to time. 


g. People should feel this is the | 


most pleasant part of the «ay 
life. 

h. Everyone should be aer 
to attend, but attendance should 
not be compulsory. 


i. Always see that. prec ts laid 
down here are followe 
ly as possible in the, | j 
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j. Use Bible Stories. 


k. Use short pithy sayings with a 
moral to bring out the point. 


2. Who should take charge. 


a. Head of family responsible for 
directing the meeting. 


b. Head of family may lead every 

day if necessary. 

e. If possible have different mem- 
bers take turns. 

d. Children should be allowed to 
take part in saying a verse or 
selecting a hymn or even in 
saying a prayer, but this should 
be voluntary. 


8. Procedure. 


a. Hymn chosen by leader or 
other member present. 


b. Bible reading with stories for 
children or some sayings with 
a moral. 


05 Short prayer, silent or audible. 


Nore: 
The order can and should be 
changed from day to day. 


II. When should Family Worship 
be Conducted? 


- 1. In the evening after supper, in 
the morning after breakfast, or before 
bedtime. 

2. The best time for children is 
either when they are having their 
breakfast or just bedtime. 


3. The best time for country peo- 
ple is either after supper or just before 
going to bed. 


Norte: 


In order to have family wor- 
chip it is necessary to do 
things systematically and on 
other hand, family 
worship will help some to 
keep regular hours. 


III. Where should Family Wor- 
ship be Conducted? 


1. If one or both parents read have 
it in the home. 


2. If both are illiterate have it in 
e church or school near by or gather 
in ‘the homes where persons can read, 


3. If family worship cannot be 
held in the home on account of other 
members not being Christian, then 


These are only suggestions. 


the Christian members should be 
gathered from the neighborhood and 
family worship held together in some 
convenient place. 


Note: This is an attempt to help 
start the right kind of family 
worship. It will be printed 
separately afterwards, and 
we should welcome additions, 
alterations, or criticisms 
of it. 

IV. Suggestions to pastors regard- 
ing family worship. 

1. Stress family worship in preach- 
ing and advocate it in visiting. 
Expect it of church officers. Have 
family altar reports read in the church. 


2. Gather family worship litera- 
ture and place it in every Christian 
home. 


3. Go to families where they do 
not hold family worship and give 
them a start by taking the first one or 
two services. 


4. Attendance of a pastor at the 
family altar once in a while will be of 
great help to those who seem to have 
no great interest. 


The matter of literature to help 
stimulate thought upon the home and 
give guidance to those who are seeking 
for it has been especially in the mind 
of the Committee and a brief biblio- 
graphy has heen prepared. The 
books and pamphlets are grouped 
under the following headings: 


1. Religion and the Home 

2. Personal Relations in the Home 
3. Children in the Home 

4. Tho Health of the Home 

5. The Family Budget 


A copy of the bibliography will be 
sent on application to any person 
interested. The material is in Chi- 
nese, but in a good many cases there 
are also English editions and some 
of the material is translated from 
English books. The following three 
pamphlets are picked out by the 
Committee as of special importance 
in helping those who are desirous to 
make the home truly Christian. 


1. The pamphlet entitled The 
Home. This is a selection from the 


speeches given at the 1922 National 
Christian Conference. It also has a 


home questions, and 1 


great many suggestions in regard to 
getting the home for Christ. It will 
be of great help to pastors and to 
parents i in the home. 


2. Religious Education in the 


Home—translated by Dr. R. V. Lo. 


It has the right understanding of what 
the Home for Christ really means. 
and it also deals with the psychology 
of children. It gives an all-round 
viewpoint of religious life in the 
home. If the members study and 
really follow out the ideas given there, 
we will soon achieve the purpose of 
getting the homes for Christ. 


3. Two Points About Children’s 
Education—a speech given by Miss 
Lambert in the 1922 Conference. The 
two points are that the children’s 
education ought to start as early as 
possible, even before birth; and that 
parents must practice what they ex- 
pect of the children. 


We are anxious to get information 
in regard to local groups studying 
in order 
stimulate others to send such in- 
formation we note the following: 


The Committee on Church and 
Home in Wenchow under the leader- 
ship of Mr. Yu Shu Hsuen has been 
holding weekly meetings in which 
they discuss such questions as how to 
manage the home, and what women’s 
duties and responsibilities towaid the 
home should be. In addition they 
sometimes have lectures on different 
topics regarding home management. 
They have organized a Children’s 
Religious Education Society, and they 
are also studying Family Hygiene. 
They have accomplished much in the 
way of establishing Family Worship 
in different homes. This enterprising 
committee has also begun a survey on 
home life in the country homes around 
Wenchow. 


INDUSTRIAL COMMITTEE. 


Local Conferences 


Plans for the local conferences on 
industrial problems have been pressed 
forward during the last few months. 
A pamphlet is now ready in both 
Chinese and English giving some 
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suggestions in regard to the holding 
of such conferences. We shall be 
very glad to supply this pamphlet on 
application to any who are interested. 
In three or four centers it is expected 
that conferences will be held before 
summer. In these cases a fair amount 
of preparation is already in hand and 
some investigation has been un- 
dertaken. It is hoped that in other 
places conferences will be held in the 
autumn or winter. The Committee 
is very anxious to help either in the 
preparation for the conferences or at 
the time of holding them or both. In 
each case, of course, the subjects for 
investigation and discussion will 
depend upon local conditions so that 
no hard and fast line can be laid 
down; but it is probable that in a 
number of cases it will be well to have 
some study of fundamental principles 
leading to a general discussion of the 
reasons why the Christian Church 
should be interested in these matters 
and the basic convictions which should 
underlie any activities undertaken by 


chureh or by the Christian forces. 


— 


conditions of the workers, 


The study of the apprenticeship 
system could probably be undertaken 
fruitfully in nearly all centers. 
Questions relating to the living 
what. 
conetitutes a living wage, etc. are 
also suitable for all places. When it 
comes to specific investigation of 
conditions, much will depend on the 
industries of the particular locality. 
In some cases child labor would 
be a very suitable subject for 
investigation. It is hoped that these 
conferences will not be limited to 
places where Western industry has 
been introduced, but that some of the 
problems connected with the home 
industries of China and with the 
small old-time or semi-westernized 
industries will be investigated. 
Readers of this Bulletin who are 
interested in the subject should 
correspond with the secretary and 
should subseribe for the industrial 
literature including the occasional 
paper, Christian Industry issued 
in both languages. This material 
can be obtained for the subscription 
price of one dollar per year. The 
Industrial Committee has put out a 
large amount of material which has 
already had a fair circulation, but 


there are probably a number of places 


to which this Bulletin goes where this 


literature is not known and where 
it may be regarded as of little 
value because the conditions in those 
particular centers have not been 
greatly affected by the modern 
industrial movement. | 


Preliminary conferences on similar 
lines to the larger ones have been 
held in one or two centers. 


White Phosphorus Investigation 


Dr. Maitland has spent several 
months investigating the use of white 
phosphorus in the manufacture of 
matches in China, studying the extent 
of its use and the results, and making 
general observations on the conditions 
of labor found. This investigation 
has now been fully reported upon and 
the report will be published in the 
Journal of Science and Arts and 
copies of the reprint will be circulated 
with the China Medical Journal. 
Those who do not see the report in 
either of these publications can obtain 
the same by writing to this office. 
While the actual problem of 
phosphorus poisoning is a small one 
in this country and while there is 
good hope that it may soon disappear 
altogether, the report has value for 
several reasons. 


1. It is a typical piece of in- 
vestigation showing the way in which 
such a problem can be handled, and 
from this point of view has value in 


China where such investigations have 
been very few. 


2. It will be helpful in carrying 
through the regulations agreed to by 
the government especially if there is 
any attempt in any place to evade 
them. 


3. It should be used in trying to 
get the various international and 
other settlements in China to adopt 
similar restrictions so that the use of 
white phosphorus may be brought to 
an end completely throughout the 
country. 


Commission on Social Research 


The long expected Commission on 
Social Research has now been formed 
and is at work. Professor J. B. Tayler 
of Yenching University is acting as 
chairman and the following are the 
members of the Commission: 


\\ 


Dr, 


— 


Royal Meeker, Professor Guy W. 
Sarvis, Mr. Chen Ta, Dr. Fong F. Sec, 


Mr. D. K. Lieu, Mr. M. T. Tchou, 


Miss W. T. Zung, Mr. Sidney D. 
Gamble, Mr. Gideon Chen, The 
National Christian Council has loaned 
Mr. Gideon Chen as Chinese secretary. 
The Commission is spending several 
months in a very thorough study of 
the op'njons of various groups and 
individuals in regard to the possibility 
of the establishment of an Institute 
for Social Research in China, the 
functions which it might fulfil, the 
method of organization, etc. The 
Commission held its initial sessions 
in Shanghai during the month of 
January and hopes to conclude its 
work in Peking in April or May. The 
Commission is financed through a 
special gift made to the Institute for 
— and Roligious Research in New 
ork. 


Action by the China Council 
(Northern Presbyterian 
Mission) 


The National Christian Council at 
its last Annual Meeting agreed to 
address various missions and boards 
in regard to the need of trained indus- 
trial workers. The following action 
has been taken by the China Council. 


No. 24,308. ‘Trained Industrial 
workere.—Conscious of the rapid in- 
crease of problems growing out of the 
introduction into China of western 
industrial methods and of the obliga- 
tion of the Christian Church to take 
early measures for meeting the new 
conditions which arise therefrom, 
Council recommends that each Mission 
give careful attention to the subject. 
Consideration 
training Chinese workers in the prin- 
ciples governing economic and indus- 
trial problems, also to the question 
of the appointment to the Mission 
force of men and women having 
special training for this work.” 


The Prague Conference on Social 


Problems 


In view of the action of the Chinese 
Government prohibiting the use of 
white phosphorus in the making of 
matches after January 1, 1925, and in 


— 


should be given to. 
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view of the effort of those interested 
in Shanghai to have Part III of the 
Child Labour Commission Report 
adopted at the Annual Ratepayers 
Meeting in April, the following infor- 
mation will be of particular interest. 
For these with imagination and vision 
it links up east and west in a very 
significant way. 


„Reports from the International 
Congress on Social Problems held 
October 2-5, 1924, at Prague, Czecho- 
Slovakia, are beginning to reach us. 
This Congress was arranged by the 
International Association for Labour 
Legislation, the Association which 
was the forerunner of the Interna- 
tional Labour Office. The program 
took up the following points: 


(1) examination of the inter- 
national situation in matters of 
social policy, including progress 
made since 1897; the reasons for 
the present stagnation; the means 
of obtaining the ratification of in- 
ternational convention; the means 


.. of protecting countries with advanc- 


ed legislation against the competi- 
tion of backward countries and 


(2) determination of the general 
principles of the new social policies, 
including moral and social effects 
of the eight-hour day; the develop- 
ment of workers’ education; the 
participation of the workers in the 
management of industrial under- 
takings, and obligations of the 
community in respect to industrial 
crises. 


From one who attended, we learn 
that twenty-eight different nations 
were represented, totaling one thou- 
sand delegates. Among them were 
economists, social workers, and re- 


_ presentatives of employers and em- 


ployees. The question of industrial 
conditions in the Orient came up, as 
its international significance was re- 
cognized by the delegates, and the 
following Resolutions were presented 
by the British delegation and passed. 
‘They have been sent to the Executive 
the International 


I. The Congress warmly welcomes 
the action taken by the Chinese 
Government in prohibiting the use of 
w'te phosphorus in the manufacture 


of matches and hopes that it will 
receive any assistance it may require 
for carrying out the prohibition which 
other countries and social institutions, 
national or international, may be able 
to afford from their experience of the 
methods adopted in countries where 
the danger of phosphorus poisoning 
has been successfully eliminated. 


II. This Congress equally wel- 
comes the publication of the Report 
of the Commission on Child Labour at 
Shanghai, and the proposals made 
therein for introducing the regulation 
of child labour in Chinese factories, 
and calls upon all the Governments 
possessing jurisdiction in Chinese 
territory to co-operate with the 
Chinese Government with the view to 
giving effect to the recommendations 
of the Commission, and recommends 
the members of this Congress to do 
everything in their power to ensure 
that the necessary action is taken in 
this direction, in accordance with the 
principle laid down in Article 23 of 
the Covenant whereby members of the 
League of Nations shal! endeavour to 
secure and maintain fair and humane 
conditions of labour for men, women 
and children, both in their own coun- 
tries and in all countries to which 
their industrial and commercial 
relations extend.“ 


NOTES AND COMMENTS 
(a) Week of Prayer 


The annual observance of the Week 
of Prayer has followed lines similar 
to those laid down in previous years 
by the World’s Alliance. The mate- 
rial was worked over carefully and 
circulated and over 80,000 copies of 
the Call have been distributed, in- 
cluding 15,500 sent in response to 
orders received from different centers. 
In some cases local editions have 


been prepared which are not included 


in this total. A few reports have 
already come to hand indicating the 
help which has been derived from the 
observance of this week. We should 
be very glad to receive other reports. 
Our friends in England who send out 
the original suggestion and who help 


us to finance this movement are glad 


—— 


to know of any places where the 
observance of the Week of Prayer has 
been felt to be especially helpful and 
we should particularly value reports 
that might be made use of in this 
way. 


New Year Evangelism 


As year follows year the oppor- 
tunity offered through the China New 
Year of bringing the gospel before 
large numbers of people seems to be 
more and more widely used. An 
immense amount of literature has 
gone forth not only from this office 
but from the Central China Tract 
Society and from other quarters and 
personal touch with groups in different 
parts of the country assures us that 
the service rendered during this week 
is felt to be a vital part of the church’s 
activity. We should greatly welcome 
more detailed reports, especially 
where new ideas have been worked 
out or where difficulties and problems 
have been met which may be found 


in othex places and. on which light 


sought. We should like to know 
how far the Week of Evangelism has 
been effective in reaching those who 
at other times of the year seem to be 
inaccessible, and we are particularly 
anxious to know what has been done 
in the matter of following up the 
work of this week. Of course in 
many cases the seed must be cast 
like bread upon the water, but no 
doubt there are a number of places 
where it is possible to follow up the 
results of this week’s work. We 
should be especially glad to know 
how far the idea of observing the 
following Sunday as Come to 
Church“ Sunday has been taken up 
and with what results. It will 
certainly be a stimulus to others to 
have information of this kind coming 
in from all parts of the country and 
we ask our readers to give this help 
to their colleagues elsewhere by 
sending in such material. 


(b) Year Books | 


The China Church and Mission 
Year Books are now in course of 
preparation. In these Year Books 
an attempt is made to summarize the 
activities of the church and of the 
aay societies, In the Mission 
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Year Book the first section deals with 
the China of Today, attempting to 
summarize the political and intel- 
lectual movements which have taken 
place during the year and to show 
their significance from the viewpoint 
of the spread of the gospel. A good 
deal of space is given to cooperative 
movements and the life of the church 
generally, and a large section will 
deal with evangelistic work carried 
on during the year. Advance orders 
should be sent in now for these books. 
It is impossible at the present moment 
to state precisely what the price will 
be, but the prices last year were as 
follows: The China Church Year 
Book, in cloth cover, 50 cents; in 
paper, 30 cents. The China Mission 
Year Book, $3.00. The price varies 
somewhat according to the size of the 
book as the attempt is made to publish 
it at the bare cost. The number of 
the Mission Year Book printed in 
1923 was 1000, the whole edition 
being exhausted. The question as to 
how many to print this year will 


decided in a short time, 


and the number of advance orders 
received will be a helpful indication 
of the demand. The Mission Year 
Book while edited by the Council is 
not one of its own publications and is 
not therefore included in the liter- 
ature sent to those who subscribe 
five dollars annually. Any orders 
sent to us by our five dollar sub- 
scribers, however, we shall be glad to 
fill at a reduction of fifty cents on the 
published price. 


(c) The Rural Church Committee 


Mr. Morton Chu and Mr. Chang, 
who have been travelling in different 
parts of China during the last few 
months in the interest of the Rural 
Church Committee are expecting to 
meet with the secretary, Mr. K. T. 
Chung and the chairman of the 
committee and as many members as 
can be gathered at Wuchang about 
the middle of March, at which time 
they hope to review the work done 
and to lay plans for the presentation 
of the problems of the Rural Church 
at various summer gatherings. Those 
who are organizing summer gatherings 
at which they would especially like 


to have an adequate presentation of 


this most important subject should 
communicate direct with the chair- 


man, Mr. R. E. Chandler, American 
Board Mission, Tientsin. If such 
communications could be received 
prior to the meeting of the committee 
in Wuchang it would be a very great 
help in the consideration of plans. 


(d) Relief for Bishop Roots 


It is a matter of great satisfaction to 
the Nationa! Christian Council that 
the preliminary steps leading to the 
consecration of Dr. Gilman as 
assistant Bishop of the Diocese of 
Hankow have been carried through 
and that plans have been made for the 
consecration to take place at Hankow 
on March 4. We are glad to think of 
the service which a man of Dr. Gil- 
man’s experience and gifts will be 
able to render in the diocese and of 
the added strength which he brings to 
this important sphere of the church’s 
activity in China. We are also 
thankful to know that this appoint- 
ment will make it possible for Bishop 
Roots to devote more of his time to 
the service of all the churches. Those 
wlio have already been helped through 
his ministrations and his personality 
in many different parts of China will 
rejoice to think that his work in this 
way will extend beyond the bounds of 
hisown church and diocese and that 
as honorary secretary of the National 
Christian Council he will be brought 
into touch with many churches and 
many individuals. He is hoping to 
spend a short time in visits in Honan 
before the Annual Meeting after which 
he has to visit America for work con- 
nected with the church and for family 
reasons. He does not expect to be 
back in China until about the begin- 
ning of next year. 


(e) India and China 


As reported in the last number of 
the Bulletin the Executive Committee 
addressed a letter mainly dealing with 
the opium situation to the National 
Christian Council of India. Theletter 
was read at the meeting of the Council 
held at Waltair and the following 
resolutions were passed: 


1. That the Council accept the 
report on the opium question and 
recommend to Provincial Councils, 
Churches and Missions throughout 
the country that efforts should be 


— 


made to educate the public in the facts 
regarding the use of opium.“ 


2. The Council welcomes the 
appeal of the National Christian 
Council of China and expresses the 
hope that joint consultation and ac- 
tion between the two National Coun- 
cils may be found possible, and 
directs the Executive and the Secre- 
tariat to take appropriate steps tothis 
end.“ 


The secretary of the Council in 
commenting upon them writes as 
follows: 


think that the whole question 
of contact between your N. C. C. and 
ourselves is immensely important and 
requires most careful consideration. 
I think we ought to aim definitely at 
a deputation from your Council to 
ourselyes, and from ourselves to 
yours. If, for instance, one or two 
of your leading men (Chinese of 
course) could visit India for some 
weeks, speaking in some of the larger 
centres, meeting representative Chris- 


tians and non-Christians, etc., et., 


great good might be done. T. Z. Koo 
did excellent work while he was here. 
Similarly I expect you would welcome 
the idea of two or three representative 
Indian Christians associated with the 
N. C. C. visiting China for the same 
purposes. 


As he points out the main difficulty 
in the matter is financial, but the 
obvious gains should so impress 
themselves upon us that means should 
be found to overcome this difficulty. 
Let us sincerely hope that the time 
is not distant when the servants of 
Christ in China and India may be 
drawn into a more intimate fellow- 
ship one with another through a 
larger understanding of each other's 
problems. 


(f) Visitors 


We welcome in our midst this 
spring two distinguished American 
Visitors, Professor Harry Ward and 
Dr. Cleland McAfee. The former is 
expected in China about the twenty- 
fourth of this month and his first 
public work will be in Peking under 
the auspices of The National Lecture 
Association of which Dr. Liang Chi 
Chao is President. Thereafter it is 
expected that he will visit the fol 
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ing centers: Tientsin, Tsinan, Shang- 
hai, Canton, Wuchang, and Nanking. 
There is a possibility that he will also 
go to Soochow and Hangchow. He 
is well known as a leading thinker on 
the relation of Christianity to industri- 
al and ‘social problems and the work 
which he is doing here will especially 
be directed to the constructive facing 
of these and kindred matters. 


Dr. McAfee is giving a course of 
ectures under the Joseph Cook 
Foundation, the general subject of 
ae will be The Christian Convic- 
tion. Those who know Dr. McAfee 
are confident that these lectures will 

have a very wide service. His hope 

is both to reach those who are outside 

the Christian Faith and to steady 
those who are already within it. He 


is planning to visit the following 
centers: 


| Canton, February 15—February 26 
 $Shanghai, March 3—March 7 

— Hangchow, March 9—March 15 
Sonchow, March 18—March 20 
Nanking, March 22—March 29 
Wuchang, April 3— April 5 
Changsha, April 8— April 12 
Tsinan, April 19—April 26 
Peking, April 30—May 10 


| + The arrangements for these lectures 
gare in the hands of Mr. Magill and 
Mr. Patton. 


5 (g) Method of Solving our 


Problems 


We draw attention to the following 
Paragraph contained in a manifesto 
issued by the English Free Church 
Fellowship which states very aptly 
the application of the method of 
retreats to the solution of problems in 
our church and individual life. 


**Many of the problems of modern 

society seem to be problems which 

= cannot be solved except by the action 
of larger or smaller groups, whose 
: ability to act depends upon their 
al ‘ity-to reach a real agreement, a 


spiritual unity, a common mind. It 


seems that just as individual Christian 
action to be really effective needs to 
be born in a time of religious vision 
and experience, so does the effectively 
Christian action of groups depend 
upon the group intention being born 
in an experience of religious vision, 
and in Christian fellowship. Weare 
therefore learning today to attach a 
new importance to such fellowship, 
and are entering into new experiences 
through it, experiences which give 
body and warmth and value to a great 
deal of our more private and 
individual experience of God.“ 


(h) A Significant Action 


The following action taken by one 
of the mission boards seems to be 
worthy of a wider circulation. We 
have pleasure in printing it. 


It was unanimously voted that as 
a guide to all our missionaries the 
Committee adopt the following 
resolution. 


That missionaries who have what 
they consider well-founded charges 
affecting the conduct or the orthodoxy 
of fellow missionaries or of institu- 
tions for whose management our 
Church is responsible in whole or in 
part, should bring such charges before 
the Mission directly concerned or 
before the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions or before the proper 
church court, in order that these 
charges may be thoroughly investi- 
gated in an orderly manner, their 
truth or falsity determined, and 
appropriate action taken. To spread 
such charges or suspicions throughout 
the church at large by publication or 
through word of mouth, instead of 
submitting them to orderly investiga- 
tion or pending the issue of such 
investigation, in the judgment of the 
Executive Committee may do grave 
and irreparable injustice to institu- 
tions or individuals, ay work 
serious injury to the cause of missions 
and should be considered conduct 
unbecoming a missionary. 


That this resolution be sent to all 
our missionaries.” 


(i) From a Bookseller’s 


Catalogue 


The following is taken from the 
English Nation for December 27, 
1924: 


J notice a very interesting item, 
price £50, in a bookseller’s catalogue 
of B. Halliday of Leicester. It is the 

‘Original Constitutions or Rules of 
Conduct of the Methodist Church, 

entirely in the handwriting of John 
Wesley,’ on a piece of 8vo notepaper, 
dated January 29th, 1752, and signed 
by his adherents. The document is 
quoted in the catalogue as follows: — 


It is agreed by us whose names are 
underwritten: 


1. That we will not listen or wil- 
lingly inquire after any III 
concerning each other. 


2. That if we do hear any III of 


each other we will not bg for- 


ward to believe it... 


3. That as soon as possible we will 
communicate what we hear by 
speaking or writing to the 
Person concerned. 


4. That till we have done this we 
will not write or speak a Syllable 


of it to any other person what- 
ever. 


5. That neither will we mention 
it after we have done this to 
any other Person. 


6. That we will not make any ex- 
ception to any of these Rules 
unless we think ourselves abso- 
a obliged in Conscience so 
to do. 


Signatures of 


John Wesley C. Perronet 
Charless Wesley Thos. Maxfield 
John Turnbath J. Downes J 
K. Perronet 
Jonth. Reeves 
Jos. Cownley 


John Jones 
John Nelson 
Willm. Shent 


John Haime 
Nemor: 


As many of us as are together in 


any place will have a conference overs 
Mond, morning. 


— 
\ 
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RECENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Annual Report of N.C.C. 1923-4 

N.C.C. Brief Statement 

Church Year Book 1924 

Talks to Moslems 

Brief History of Factory Legislation 
in United Kingdom 

Factory System and Regulations of 
Labour Conditions by National and 
International Law 

Moslem Bulletin 

Home Series (8 kinds) 

Shanghai Child Labour Commission 
Report 


In addition the demand has called for second editions of the following: 


Retreats (largely rewritten) 

N.C.C. Brief Statement 

An Industrial Programme for a 
Chinese City 

Church in China and Industrial Pro- 
blems 

Church’s Labor Standard 

Country Church and _ Indigenous 
Christianity 

Chinese Bulletin No. 41 (Rural 


N. 


Statistical Forms 


— 


Do you want any of these pamphlets? If so, you can order particular 
ones or you can receive one copy of all material issued in any year by sending 
$5.00 to, the Resident Secretary, National Christian Conucil, 23 Yuen Ming 


Yuen Road., Shanghai. 


Price 

Chinese 200, English 350 

Chinese Free 

Chinese Cloth cover 50, Paper 500 
English 4c 


English 7c, Chinese 5c 
English 7c, Chinese 5c 
English 2c 


Chinese, free 


Chinese and English, 4c ea. 


English 6c 
English Free 


Chinese 3c 


Chinese 3c 
Chinese 3c 


English 120 


Chinese le 
English 7c per set 


a 


NOTE TO CORRESPONUESNTS 


We should be glad if our corres- 
pondents, and others anxious to help, 


would specially notice this month the 
following points: 


1. ‘The request for information in 
regard to needs and experiments in 


the field of Religious Education (see 
article.) 


2. The need for cooperation in 
the study of home problems, the call 


for comment etc. on the matter of 


family worship and the proposal to 
start parents clubs. In this last 
matter the cooperation of all with 


‘pastors and other church leaders will 


be greatly welcomed. 


3. The importance of the $10,000 


campaign in the Chinese Churches. 
Let each of us do what he can. 


We are always glad to have sug- 
gestions as to the improvement of 
the Bulletin and as to other ways in 


which the National Christian Coun- 
cil may more effectively serve the 
Churches. Some have come in in 
response to the circular enclosed in 
the June number and these have been 
studied and as far as possible are 
being put into force. Some sug- 
gestions can hardly be adopted 
without changing the character of 
the Bulletin to a greater extent 
than seems at present possible. For 
example one correspondent asks us 
to pyt in theological articles. We 
fear that this need will have to be 
met in some other way, unless the 
National Christian Council should 
decide at some future date to embark 
on an adventure in literary production 
quite different from anything anti- 
cipated at present. Our task is rather 
to supply information and suggestion 


in regard to the practical tasks of the 


Church. 


We are glad to welcome as new 


correspondents: — 


— — 


Deaconess Julia A. Clark, A. C. M., 
Ichang, Hupeh. 


Rev. Everett M. Stowe, Kutien via 
Foochow, Fu. 


and to correct a mistake in the last 
number which listed Mr. Nordlund 
as our correspondent from Ichang, 
when he really lives in Icheng. 


Others who would like to offer their 


services as correspondents should 
write to us. 


(1) Be responsible to see that in 
formation re the N.C.C. is circulat 
among missionaries and local church 
members. 


(2) Secure subscribers for the 
China for Christ Bulletin and the 
English Bulletin. 


(3) Help in the distribution of 
literature. 

(4) Correspond re visits to the 
centre, special efforts such as the 
Japanese earthquake fund, &c. 

(5) Receive and read the English 
Bulletin (free to correspondents). 


CORRESPONDENCE 


Dear Editor: 


Thanks for having shown me your 
article on the Anti-Christian Move- 
ment. It serves admirably, I think, 
to indicate to the leaders as well as to 
the rank and file to whom they minis- 
ter, the right kind of spirit to take 
up and—maintain. It will be difficult 
but expected and possible from true 
followers of One so meek and coura- 
geous. 


Yes, let us study Him anew, study 
ourselves humbly; we should thus 
then study our critics patiently, and 
their points of view sympathetically. 


It is because of the necessity of the 
last that I feel it is up to me to respond 
to your request to go a little into their 
particular view of history. Our aim 
will be not to analyze, but to venture 
into the heart of this movement. 


According to their interpretation, 
the religion of the Prince of Peace was 
introduced into China at the point of 
the sword,—a flaming, glittering 

A, 
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hich burned or carried away to other 
ands, (and perhaps redeemingly, to 
heir museums), what it could of the 
beautiful Summer Palace in Peking 
“and other treasures. Christianity was 
Iso introduced along with a deadly 
drug; and with the beginning of trade 
hich has come to drain the Chinese 
ple (at short intervals of turn-over) 
sums of money vaster than the 
eavy instalments of the punitive 
er Indemnity. ‘ihe actions of the 
hristian and Christian West are 
nthesized as one. The question is 
w to dissociate such things, as these 
r, from Christianity. Is not the 
taken up all over the land that 
y do not welcome a gospel which 
ems to tell them, Seek ye first and 
last the Kingdom of God, and all these 
things shall be piled up or subtracted 
or extracted from you’’? 


Now their point of view, given to 
you here so painfully frankly, cannot 
be ignored. Then again, we must 
take cognizance of another point of 
view, a very much more unfortunate, 
ynthesising taken up by at least some 
f our missionaries and friends. 
hese consider that those historical 
happenings were merely the in- 
explicable workings of Providence 
opening the way for them to start 
their work in this country, just 
as the African and Indian mis- 
sionaries also were enabled to further 
what was oonsidered civilization in 
those dark lands. This exactly is 
what is resented very strongly by non- 
Christians all over the world. Our 
Chinese also do not wish to have their 
country classified together with Africa 
or India; and specially they do not at 
all welcome the repetition of what was 
done in Africa, India, or Egypt—nor 
nything like a certain kind of “Dawes 
lan” in the form of an alien dom- 
ination under the disguise of a League 
of Nations dominated by imperialistic 
. Powers. Partcularly, they regard the 
} ve of the missionaries about the 
4 “ane by the foreign govern- 

veople's lands (except 

‘enment is at war 

‘Se offender), 
“and in 


up in any way with political affairs. 
That the latter are too continuously 
busy and thus, rightly or wrongly, often 
indifferent to mundane matters, they 
do not understand. They only saw 
that it was left to others, who are not 
preachers of the Gospel, to call first 
attention to such tragedies as those of 
the Congo and Polynesia, where whole 
tribes succumbed through the impact 
of alien influences. Not that the 
Chinese are afraid of the same fate; 
still, in some of their minds a question 
like the following has been asked: 
What if just as the home industries 
are being swept away by foreign 
trade, the best that has been in the 
old civilization and the individuals 
should die giving place 40 an alien 
form and to denationalized people? 
We can see with them their new 
fear—not so much of political con- 
quest as of economic and cultural 
encroachment. We must admit there 
has been very good ground for this; 
we do not mean the real, if puerile, 
suspicion which asks why the Missions 
Building should be at the back of the 
British Consulate, or how it is that 
their government officials may have 
something to do with missionary com- 
mittees and activities. (So as to be 
fair, this is inserted at the risk of my 
being accused for having exposed the 
worst of a few Chinese brethren and 
thus weakening their whole good 
case.) | 


Most of us already know that the 
beginning of the Anti-Christian 
movement was occasioned by the 
Christian Conferences held three 
years ago. Now we realise that we 
should really go a very long way 
back; for the smouldering of the 
aforementioned thoughts for years 
had been making ready for the new 
impetus given by the more recent 
new movements, some political, some 
intellectual, as well as others all 
more or less based on nascent nation- 
alism. If fully human, we Christians 
cannot wonder at the bitter awaken- 
ings and strong feelings among the 
non-Christians who can only see what 
Christian motives are through the 
fruitful diplomatic dealings and 
demands of territories, immunities, 
~acial privileges, and markets. Even 

the Christians there is much 
* hearts. Many of them 
‘hather their mission- 


those to whom y 


ary friends—not to say anything 
about the past—are really aware 
of the danger of being used, unknown 
to themselves, by governments and 
industrial agencies. Outside the fold 
they hear the outcry that the lambs 
which the howling or quiet wolves 
have insisted on sending among the 
heathen dogs to make—unresisting— 
lambs of them are the friends not 
of the dogs, but of the wolves. 
Although doing all they can to stand 
by their missionary friends the 
Chinese Christians really cannot find 
any easy answer to the charge that 
they themselves are just as well 
dupes in the hands of the im- 
perialistic forces and are traitors 
for letting in these teams so wonder- 
fully combined of wolves and lambs. 
Can there be any other way of 
vindication except that all the Christ- 
ian forces, Chinese and foreign, should 
join with the dogs and help them in 
their fight against what wolves there 
be before those wolves are converted 
into, not lamb-like lions, but real 
sheep? So, for our “rary 
friends, the one -thing — estan 
Chinese, to feel Chinese, and to be 
Chinese, a thing I know some are 
genuinely trying to do. 


For the missionaries, being all 
things to all men’’ nowadays neces- 
sitates becoming disinterested educa- 
tionalists, real philosophers, and 
realistic scientists—as well as feeling 
citizens and sons of China. For the 
Chinese Church must have these, 
—above all sons and daughters who 
will really fight against wrongs 
whether political, industrial, or 
social, Knowing a little the mean- 
ing of Christian fighting against 
erring brothers, one wonders how 
many will sign their names along with 
mine. 


A Christian anti-exploitationist, 


Am. Church Mission, 
Anking. 
14/1/15 
The Editor of the N. C. C. Bulletin, 
Shanghai. 
Dear Sir, | 


In your Janu number you ask 
have sent a copy 


of the Bulletin to keep you informed 


| — 


be of interest to the N. C. C. 
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of local doings which would tend to 


pect you are kept informed of most 
things in Anking by others more 
competent to do this, but you parti- 
cularly ask for information as to 
the out-come of past retreats, It is 
possible that no one from here has 
thought to write about some of the 
consequences of the retreat held here 
just over a year ago under the leader- 
ship of Dr. Hodgkin. The most 
definite outcome of those days was 
the starting of a weekly meeting (on 


Friday evenings) conducted roughly 


after the manner of the meetings at 
the retreat, led in turn by most of 
the members of the station and so 
differing considerably in form. These 
have been kept up steadily throughout 
a whole year and have been found 
generally helpful. 


Up till that time it had been the 
custom at noon-day prayers for the 
clergy in rotation to read a vet form. 
It was decided after the retreat, — 
all Are free at that time an 
— — Shand lead these 
prayers each for a week at à time in 
turn, and each in his or her own 
way. This change too has been 
maintained. and those who have 
attended seem convinced that the 
change was a good thing. They have 
found particularly valuable the 
practice of giving an opportunity for 
any present who have spécial subjects 
for prayer to mention them so that 
the group may have fellowship 
therein. 


You have I presume been informed 
already by its Chimese secretaries of 
the formation of the Anking Christian 
Anti-Opium Association and of its 
first public meeting about a week ago 


at which amongst others, the editors 
of the two local papers and the 
representativer of ‘the Acting Military 
Governor spoke. It might, however, 
be of interest to you that for the first 
time the Seventh Day Advent Mission 
cooperated with the other missions in 
this association, and the cooperation 
has since extended even to open-air 
evangelism. 


Yours sincerely, 
L. Tomkinson. 


BEAR YE ONE ANOTHER’'S 
BURDENS 


How can we help China in this 
hour of confusion and conflict? We 
can pray for leaders who will be both 
statesmen and prophets. Wecan pray 
that they may have the courage to 
face the facts and to do the right thing 
regardless of consequences. We can 
pray that the people may more 
earnestly desire and more loyally 
support those who have such qualities, 
We may ptay especially that all who 
have confessed Christ and who now 
stand in positions of trust or oppor- 
tunity may be given wisdom and 
strength. 


The Anti-Christian movement 
should be made a blessing. While we 
may pray for those who are temporari- 
ly injured by it, especially principals 
of schools and colleges, we may also 
ask God to show us all wherein our 
failure has contributed to this attack 
or is akin to the sins of Christian“ 
civilization which has given ground 
for it. Let us pray that we may be 


— 


shown how to use this opportunity for 


a fresh advance in the -prenehing of 
the Gospel. 


At the Annual Meeting of the 
National Christian Council this and 
cognate problems will be faced by 
representatives from all over China. 
May they be given grace to 4 om 
deepest lessons in this situation, 
the preparation for the meeting > be 
thorough and under the guidance ot 


the Holy Spirit. 1 


Let us pray that the visits 
Professor Ward and Dr. McAfee 
may be used to bring to many 
educated men and students a message’ 
peculiarly appropriate at the present 
epoch, 


The work of the Chinese Home 
Missionary Society claimsa large part 
of Dr. C. Y. Cheng’s time in these 
days. He is visiting Yunan and also 
secking to raise fresh support for the 
Society. There are not a few serious 
difficulties to be faced. May we up- 
hold him in this important service, 


The raising of the Chinese 
the budget is no small task in th 
disorganized times. If succersfully 
carried through it will mean much. 
The next weeks are a time when our 
strength should be specially directed 
to this end. 19 2 and pains are 
both needed. 


May we Re “RR the work that j 
Professor Tayler and his calleagues | | 
are doing for China during these | | 
months. (See under Industrial Com- : 
mittee) The possibilities in this * 
are very large, affecting the daily li 
of millions. Such work must 
~ undertaken i in the Spirit of Him who 
said Inasmuch as ye did it unto one 
of these east, ye did it unto me. 
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